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Abstract

This paper describes the origins of Conditioning Houses in Manchester and London as an
adjunct to early commercial equipment in the UK.
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Introduction

In an earlier article in these studies, which was concerned with the search
for early commercial thermal analysis apparatus ia the UK [1], mention was
made of the Talabot-Persoz-Rogeat (TPR) Desicca.or (Fig. 1) exported from
France in the 1850’s and the possibility of it being used in Conditioning Houses
in the, then, two main centres of silk in the UK namely, Manchester and Lon-
don.

It was considered of interest to report on the origins of these Condltlomng
Houses as an adjunct to this earlier publication [1].

Conditioning Houses
Manchester

At a conference held on Friday, 21 October, 1887, during the Royal Jubilee
Exhibition in Manchester, it was agreed to form a Silk Conference Committee
for the purpose of promoting the silk industry. One moth later, on 11 Novem-
ber, the above Committee was re-named The Silk Association of Great Britain
& Ireland (SAGBI). The Minute Books of this Association [2] contain several
references to Conditioning Houses. For example ‘The Trade Silk Conditioning
Company Ltd.” (Meeting on 19 June, 1888), ‘... the Silk Conditioning House
in London’ (Meeting 17 October, 1894), whilst at a meeting on 30 November,
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Fig. 1 The Talabot-Persoz-Rogeat (TPR) Desiccator

1888 it was resolved ‘that the Secretary communicate with Messrs. Grace, Cal-
vert & Thompson of Manchester, Chemists, and ask to supply charges for the
conditioning of silk’ (the above Company is mis-spelt, it should read Crace-Cal-
vert & Thomson — see later in this article).

According to Perret [3], four TPR Desiccators were exported from France
to Manchester in 1850. However ‘Slater’s Directory of Manchester’ (Slater) and
‘Kelly’s Business Directory’ (Kelly) give no listing for Conditioining Houses
until 1858 when Slater lists the ‘Silk & Wool Conditioning Establish- ment, 90
Mosley Street’, whilst Kelly (1858); lists the ‘Conditioning Establishment for
Silk & Wool; Fredk. Crace-Calvert, Proprietor, 90 Mosley Street’ [4]. The
Slater entry for 1859 lists the ‘Silk Conditioning Company’ at the same address
and there is a similar listing in the 1861 edition of Slater. The final listing
(Slater, 1863) is for the ‘Silk & Wool Conditioning Establishment’ also at the
same address [5].
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Further details regarding silk conditioning in Manchester are given in
Warner [6] who refers to an announcement in The Chemist, 185758 [7] that
‘an establishment for conditioning silk has been opened by Mr. F. Crace-Cal-
vert under approval of the 23 firms engaged in the trade Crace-Calvert carried
out the work in a laboratory at the Royal Institution®, Mosley Street, Manches-
ter — hence Crace-Calvert’s Mosley Street address glven in Slater. Apparently
work declined fairly rapidly and was then carried out as part of the private prac-
tice of Crace-Calvert, subsequently taken over by his successor Mr. W. Thom-
son and re-named Crace-Calvert & Thomson. After 1880 work decreased
further and the last test was made on 17 July, 1902 for Messrs. Kidd, Boden &
Co. After 1902 occasional tests were carried out at the Manchester Chamber of
Commerce Testing House, established in 1895 and thus the demise of the Man-
chester Conditioning House was complete. As a matter of interest, a copy of the
‘Handbook of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce Testing House & Labo-
ratory — Notes on Sampling & Testing’ [8] contains a photograph of the drying
apparatus used for silk conditioning. It is not a TPR Desiccator and it can, per-
haps, be assumed that new equipment was purchased when the laboratories
were opened in 1895.

London

In 1851, a French merchant named de Larbe purchased equipment and set
up in London as a Conditioner. The venture was not well supported and a Mon-
sieur Chabot, a silk merchant of Huguenot descent, persuaded several
manufacturers to take over the business and form a Company, which com-
menced operations in 1859. The following were listed as directors:

Thomas Brooks, Martin Cornell, Edward Fox, Richard Harrison, George
Kemp and Henry Soper [9]. this information is confirmed by the Public Record
Office, whose files show that The Trade Silk Conditioning Co. Ltd. was formed
as a Limited Company in December, 1858, The Registered Office being at 4
Alderman’s Walk, New Broad Street, Bishopsgate, City of London. The Com-
pany was dissolved on 5 July, 1901 [10]. Additional confirmation is provided
by various entries in the Post Office London Directory in which, from 1860 to
1870 the offices of the Trade Silk Conditioning Co. Ltd. are listed at 4
Alderman’s Walk, with Ph. J. Chabot as Secretary and Manager. This address,
coupled with the fact that Chabot was of Huguenot descent is of interest since
the Huguenots, who had settled in London from the 16th Century onwards were
permitted to live immediately outside London’s eastern wall, close to the his-
toric Bishop’s Gate, but were not allowed to trade freely within the City [11].
Alderman’s Walk lies immediately outside the old eastern wall of the City and

* In 1882, this became the present Manchester City Art Gallery.
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it is open to speculation whether the choice of premises at that address was by
accident or design. Also speculative is the hypothesis that Monsieur Chabot
utilised some of the eight TPR Desiccators exported from France in 1852 [3].

By 1873, the Post Office London Directory shows that the company had
moved to 15, Wilson Street, London, EC, with James Scott Bareham as Secre-
tary. There are no entries in the Directory for the company for 1871 and 1872,
although according to the 1872 edition, 15 & 16 Wilson Street were occupied
by Stephen Walters & Sons, silk manufacturers. In 1899, the company again
moved premises to 87A Worship Street, London EC, with J. S. Bareham re-
maining as Secretary, a position the held until 1895, when he was succeeded by
Henry Titford.

Entries in the Directory for the Trade Silk Conditioning Co. Ltd. cease in
1901, which agrees with information from the Public Record Office [10]. Ac-
cording to Warner the business of the Trade Silk Conditioning Co. Ltd. was
transferred to the London & India Docks Company in 1901 [9]. This is con-
firmed by an entry in the London & India Docks Co. ‘Dock Committee Minute
Book No. 1’, Committee Meeting held on 29 July 1901;

‘The Committee recommended acquisition of the Trade Silk Conditioning
Company at a cost not exceeding £150, and that accommodation be found for it
at Cutler Street Warehouses at a further expense of about £150 — The Docks
Company taking over the business, together with its staff.” [12].

In 1909, the London & India Docks were taken over by the Port of London
Authority and silk conditioning was still carried out, but the transfer to the Lon-
don & India Docks saw the demise of the Conditioning House in London.

As a final comment, it was mentioned earlier that Henry Titford became
Secretary of the Trade Silk Conditioning Co. in 1895. According to Warner, af-
ter the business was transferred to the London & India Docks Company ‘Henry
Titford continued as secretary and manager, and still supervises the work for the
Port of London Authority’ [9]. However, an exhaustive search by R. R. Aspinall
[12] and the present author of the extent records of both the London & India
Docks Co. and the Port of London Authority failed to reveal any mention of
Henry Titford. By a stroke of good fortune, the present author was able to con-
tact descendants of Henry Titford, from whom it was ascertained that he was
born on 20 April, 1842, In 1877 his occupation was a Raw Silk Assayer, with
an address at 15 Wilson Street, London (see earlier). He died on 18 June, 1927,
aged 85 [13]. Perhaps the reason for his name not appearing in any of the record
books mentioned above indicates that his retirement coincided with the move to
the London & India Docks Co. This is only conjecture, albeit shared by his de-
scendants [13].

* * ok
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